Radiotherapy, local control and survival in cervical carcinoma.
The natural history of cervical carcinoma is characterized by a close correlation between local control and survival. Local eradication of the disease is justified for the obvious impact on the quality of life as well as on long-term survival. A series of analyses carried out in the last decades have elucidated the role of a number of prognostic factors in local control. Among treatment modalities applied to attain this aim, particular interest has been focused in recent years on concomitant radiation and chemotherapy. While some experiences have shown promising results, the precise role of this combination will be defined based on the outcomes of some randomized studies now in progress. Among the modalities of concomitant radiation and chemotherapy, some authors have proposed the following sequence: neoadjuvant chemotherapy and surgical resection. It is an aggressive approach potentially associated to major side-effects. This therapeutic modality will require an accurate assessment of clinical results both in terms of clinical response, local control and effects on organ function and quality of life.